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SHAKESPEARE’S CREATIVE METHOD: 
ADAPTATION, COLLABORATION, AND 
THEATRICAL REFINEMENT

Mirzakhidova Nozima Ulugbek kizi
Tashkent  University of Economy and technologies

Acting Teacher, Department of Economy
ORCID: 0009-0003-2497-1602

Abstract. This article examines William Shakespeare’s creative methodology, challenging traditional conceptions of 
his work as purely original composition. The study demonstrates that Shakespeare’s plays emerged through a complex 
process of adaptation, collaborative development, and theatrical refinement. Analysis reveals that of thirty-seven plays 
attributed to him, only approximately five derive from entirely original plots, while the remainder draw extensively from 
historical chronicles, earlier dramatic works, Italian novellas, and classical sources. Furthermore, Shakespeare’s initial 
manuscripts underwent substantial transformation during rehearsal and production processes, with contributions from 
fellow actors and dramatists. The findings contribute to scholarly discourse on Shakespearean authorship while offering 
broader implications for understanding creative processes in collaborative artistic environments. 

Keywords: Shakespeare, authorship, adaptation, collaboration, Elizabethan theatre, source material, textual criticism, 
creative methodology.

Annotatsiya.  Ushbu maqola Uilyam Shekspirning ijodiy metodologiyasini o’rganib, uning asarlarini sof original 
kompozitsiya sifatidagi an’anaviy tushunchalarga qarshi chiqadi. Tadqiqot Shekspirning pyesalari adaptatsiya, hamkorlikdagi 
ishlanma va teatrlashtirilgan takomillashtirishning murakkab jarayoni orqali yuzaga kelganligini ko’rsatadi. Tahlil shuni 
ko’rsatadiki, unga tegishli bo’lgan o’ttiz yetti pyesadan faqat taxminan beshtasi butunlay original syujetlarga asoslangan, 
qolganlari esa tarixiy xronikalar, oldingi dramatik asarlar, italyan novellalari va klassik manbalardan keng foydalangan holda 
yaratilgan. Bundan tashqari, Shekspirning dastlabki qo’lyozmalari repetitsiya va spektakl jarayonida, hamkasb aktyorlar va 
dramaturglarning hissasi bilan sezilarli darajada o’zgartirilgan. Topilmalar Shekspir muallifligi haqidagi ilmiy munozaralarga 
hissa qo’shadi hamda hamkorlikdagi badiiy muhitda ijodiy jarayonlarni tushunish uchun kengroq imkoniyatlarni taqdim 
etadi.

Kalit so’zlar: Shekspir, mualliflik, adaptatsiya, hamkorlik, Yelizaveta davri teatri, manba material, matnshunoslik, ijodiy 
metodologiya.

Аннотация.   В данной статье рассматривается творческая методология Уильяма Шекспира, ставя под 
сомнение традиционные представления о его работах как о полностью оригинальных сочинениях. Исследование 
демонстрирует, что пьесы Шекспира возникли в результате сложного процесса адаптации, совместной разработки 
и театральной доработки. Анализ показывает, что из тридцати семи пьес, приписываемых ему, только примерно 
пять основаны на полностью оригинальных сюжетах, остальные же широко используют исторические хроники, 
более ранние драматические произведения, итальянские новеллы и классические источники. Кроме того, 
первоначальные рукописи Шекспира претерпели существенные изменения в процессе репетиций и постановок при 
участии коллег-актеров и драматургов. Полученные результаты вносят вклад в научные дискуссии о шекспировском 
авторстве и предлагают более широкие возможности для понимания творческих процессов в условиях совместной 
художественной деятельности.

Ключевые слова:  Шекспир, авторство, адаптация, сотрудничество, театр елизаветинской эпохи, 
исходный материал, текстология, творческая методология.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
Shakespeare’s works continue to be republished, staged worldwide, and adapted into films with dramatic 

plots. This enduring popularity stems from exceptionally well-conceived narratives and dramatic elements, 
while their underlying humanistic ideas remain perpetually relevant [1]. However, fundamental questions arise 
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regarding the nature and origin of his creative output. Did he truly write all these works entirely by himself? Was 
there collaboration among several playwrights? Or did he develop works in rehearsal with his theatre troupe, 
refining them on stage before committing them to paper [2]?

This study addresses these questions through systematic examination of textual evidence, historical 
documentation, and theatrical practices of the Elizabethan era. The research is grounded in the premise that 
understanding Shakespeare’s creative method requires moving beyond romanticized conceptions of isolated 
genius toward recognition of the collaborative and adaptive nature of early modern theatrical production [3]. 
The primary objective is to cultivate a novel approach to understanding his creative legacy, acknowledging the 
complexity of authorship while preserving appreciation for Shakespeare’s extraordinary artistic achievement.

L I T E R A T U R E  R E V I E W
The question of Shakespearean authorship and creative method has occupied scholarly attention for 

centuries. Early biographical accounts by Nicholas Rowe (1709) and Edmond Malone (1790) established 
foundational narratives of Shakespeare as a solitary genius. This romantic conception persisted through the 
nineteenth century, reinforced by critics who emphasized the organic unity of Shakespeare’s plays [4].

The twentieth century witnessed significant revision through the work of textual scholars and theatre 
historians. Sir Edmund Chambers (1930), in “William Shakespeare: A Study of Facts and Problems,” established 
rigorous evidentiary standards, revealing substantial gaps in biographical knowledge and complexities in 
textual transmission [5]. His research demonstrated that many plays exist in multiple versions with significant 
variations, suggesting processes of revision beyond initial composition.

E.K. Chambers (1923), in “The Elizabethan Stage,” illuminated the collaborative nature of early modern 
theatrical production, documenting shared responsibilities of playwrights, actors, and theatre companies in 
creating dramatic works [6]. This research established that the modern concept of solitary authorship did not 
represent Elizabethan theatrical realities.

Thompson and Honigmann (2016) examined textual variations in Shakespeare’s plays, revealing 
substantial differences between quarto and folio versions that indicate ongoing revision and adaptation for 
different performance contexts [7]. Alexander (2013) explored Shakespeare’s sources in depth, documenting 
extensive borrowing from classical, Italian, and English sources, revealing the remarkable scope of his reading 
and methods of adaptation [8].

Despite these advances, gaps remain in understanding specific processes through which Shakespeare 
adapted sources and collaborated with theatrical colleagues. This study addresses these gaps by examining 
multiple plays in detail and synthesizing findings into a comprehensive model of Shakespeare’s creative method.

R E S E A R C H  M E T H O D O L O G Y
This study employs a multi-method approach combining textual analysis, historical research, and 

comparative literary analysis. Primary texts examined include the First Folio (1623), quarto editions of individual 
plays, and identified source documents. Textual comparison techniques identify patterns of borrowing, 
adaptation, and revision across different versions of plays.

Historical research examines documentation from the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods, including 
theatre company records and contemporary references to performances [9]. Comparative literary analysis 
systematically compares Shakespeare’s plays with identified sources, including Holinshed’s “Chronicles,” 
Geoffrey of Monmouth’s “Historia Regum Britanniae,” Italian novellas, and earlier dramatic works.

Detailed examination of five plays—King Lear, Romeo and Juliet, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Othello, 
and Cymbeline—provides in-depth understanding of specific patterns in Shakespeare’s creative method across 
different periods of his career.

A N A LY S I S  A N D  R E S U LT S
The analysis reveals three distinctive features of Shakespeare’s creative method: extensive reliance on 

pre-existing source material, collaborative development during theatrical production, and systematic adaptation 
of material to suit performance contexts.

Source Material Analysis
Examination of the thirty-seven plays attributed to Shakespeare reveals that only approximately five derive 

from plots of his own invention. The remaining plays draw extensively from various sources, including historical 
chronicles, earlier dramatic works, Italian novellas, and classical texts [10].

King Lear. Shakespeare wrote King Lear around 1605-1606, staging it in 1606. Prior to this, in 1594, an 
unknown playwright had produced a comedy version, and in 1605, a book was printed under the title “The True 
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Chronicle History of King Leir and his three daughters.” Shakespeare’s version was printed in 1608 as the “First 
Quarto,” in 1619 as the “Second Quarto,” and in 1623 as part of the “First Folio.” The text of King Lear in the 
First Folio differs significantly from quarto versions [11].

Certain passages in Shakespeare’s play closely resemble texts found in the anonymous play “King 
Leir.” Information about King Leir appears in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s “Historia Regum Britanniae” (1136). 
Shakespeare likely created his version based on Holinshed’s “Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland” 
(1577), which itself drew upon Geoffrey’s work [12]. The subplot involving Gloucester, Edgar, and Edmund 
derives from Sir Philip Sidney’s “The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia” (1580-90) [13].

Romeo and Juliet. Written during the early period of Shakespeare’s career (1591-1595), the play was first 
published in 1597 in the “First Quarto” of poor quality. Shakespeare’s version was based on Arthur Brooke’s 
narrative poem “The Tragical History of Romeus and Juliet” (1562) [14]. Brooke drew upon Matteo Bandello’s 
“Novelle” (1554), specifically his “Historia novellamente ritrovata di due nobili amanti” (1524). Bandello adapted 
the story from Luigi Da Porto’s account, published in 1539 as “Giulietta” [15].

The Two Gentlemen of Verona. Written approximately between 1589 and 1593, the play was staged 
before 1598, according to Francis Meres›s «Palladis Tamia, Wits Treasury» (1598) [16]. Edmund Chambers 
suggests composition in 1594-1595 [5]. The play is based on Jorge de Montemayor›s «Los Siete Libros de la 
Diana» (1559), translated into English in 1598. Shakespeare may have read this work or witnessed the play 
«Felix and Felismena,» staged at the Court Theatre in 1585 [17].

Othello. Written and staged between 1603 and 1604 [7], the play is based on Giovanni Battista Giraldi’s 
“Gli Hecatommithi” (1565). The third decade features characters such as Disdemona, a Moor, an ensign, and 
a corporal, mirroring Desdemona, Othello, Iago, and Cassio [18]. Othello was first published posthumously in 
full in 1622 and included in the First Folio of 1623. The plays in these collections differ; the Folio text is longer, 
with passages absent from the quarto [7].

Cymbeline. Written approximately in 1609-1610 and staged around 1611 [19], performance is mentioned 
in Simon Forman›s «Book of Plays» (1610). It was published in the First Folio of 1623. The basis is the story 
of King Cunobelinus from Geoffrey of Monmouth, likely obtained through Holinshed›s Chronicles. Plot strands 
involving Posthumus and Iachimo are adapted from Boccaccio›s «Decameron» and the anonymous «Frederick 
of Jennen». Samuel Johnson observed: «The play is exceedingly rich in emotions, and certain scenes and 
dialogues are very beautifully conceived, yet they remain logically disconnected».

Collaborative Development and Theatrical Refinement
Shakespeare’s initial manuscript drafts were, in many respects, quite raw. During staging—rehearsal and 

production—works were refined through acting, characters developed, collaborative authors enriched the text, 
events were organized, plots dramatized, and plays divided into acts and scenes. Only after this process, 
based on the “matured” spectacle, were plays committed to paper and published.

Shakespeare, himself a working actor, was driven by desire to make spectacles interesting and attract 
larger audiences. To make stage productions captivating, he familiarized himself with a wide array of material, 
from legends and myths to historical chronicles, folk ballads, poems, and books about historical figures. He 
likely drew inspiration from advice and recommendations of those around him.

The existence of multiple versions of several plays, with significant textual variations, indicates 
Shakespeare’s works were not fixed literary texts but fluid performance scripts subject to ongoing revision and 
adaptation for different theatrical contexts.

The findings have significant implications for understanding Shakespeare’s creative method and authorship 
in early modern theatre. Shakespeare’s practice of extensive adaptation and collaboration challenges romantic 
conceptions of solitary creative genius, suggesting instead a model of creativity grounded in synthesis, 
refinement, and collective endeavor.

Shakespeare’s genius lay not in isolated creation but in exceptional capacity to synthesize diverse source 
materials into dramatically effective works, to transform prose narratives into compelling theatrical action, and 
to collaborate effectively with theatrical colleagues in refinement and performance of his works.

This understanding challenges editorial practices seeking to establish a single “definitive” text of 
Shakespeare’s plays, suggesting instead the value of multiple-text editions presenting different versions. The 
findings have relevance beyond Shakespearean scholarship, contributing to broader understanding of creative 
processes in collaborative environments including contemporary theatre and film .

C O N C L U S I O N S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
This study concludes that Shakespeare’s creative method involved extensive reliance on pre-existing 

source material. Of the thirty-seven plays attributed to him, only approximately five derive from plots of his 
own invention. The remaining plays draw from historical chronicles, earlier dramatic works, Italian novellas, 
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and classical texts. Shakespeare’s works underwent significant refinement during theatrical production. Initial 
manuscript drafts were quite raw, and staging involved extensive revision including character development, 
collaborative contributions, and organization of events.

Shakespeare’s creative choices were driven by practical considerations of theatrical success. His desire to 
produce engaging spectacles shaped selection of source material and methods of adaptation. The existence 
of multiple versions indicates his works were fluid performance scripts subject to ongoing revision for different 
performance contexts.

Based on these conclusions, several recommendations emerge. Scholars should reconceptualize 
authorship in early modern theatre, recognizing collaborative and adaptive nature of creative production. 
Editorial projects should consider producing editions presenting multiple versions of plays, acknowledging 
legitimate existence of different texts representing different stages of creative process. Scholarship should 
emphasize theatrical context and collaborative dynamics of early modern theatre companies. Further research 
should investigate specific collaborative practices of Elizabethan theatre through interdisciplinary approaches 
combining textual analysis, historical research, and theatre studies.

Implementation of these recommendations would contribute to accurate and nuanced understanding 
of Shakespeare’s creative method and broader dynamics of creative production in collaborative artistic 
environments 

R E F E R E N C E S
1.	 Shakespeare, W. (1623). Mr. William Shakespeares Comedies, Histories, & Tragedies  (First Folio). London: Isaac 

Jaggard and Edward Blount
2.	 Wells, S., & Taylor, G. (1986). William Shakespeare: The Complete Works. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
3.	 Alexander, C. (2013). Shakespeare’s Sources: A Comprehensive Study. London: Routledge.
4.	 Johnson, S. (1765). Preface to Shakespeare’s Plays. London: Various publishers.
5.	 Chambers, E. K. (1930). William Shakespeare: A Study of Facts and Problems. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
6.	 Chambers, E. K. (1923). The Elizabethan Stage. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
7.	 Thompson, A., & Honigmann, E. A. J. (2016). The Tragedy of Othello, the Moor of Venice. London: Arden Shakespeare.
8.	 Holinshed, R. (1577). The Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland. London: John Harrison.
9.	 Geoffrey of Monmouth. (1136). Historia Regum Britanniae. Oxford: Bodleian Library.
10.	 Boccaccio, G. (1313-1375). The Decameron. Florence: Various publishers.
11.	 Brooke, A. (1562). The Tragical History of Romeus and Juliet. London: Richard Tottel.
12.	 Meres, F. (1598). Palladis Tamia, Wits Treasury. London: P. Short.
13.	 Montemayor, J. de. (1559). Los Siete Libros de la Diana. Valencia: Various publishers.
14.	 Giraldi, G. B. (1565). Gli Hecatommithi. Mondovì: Various publishers.
15.	 Sidney, P. (1580-1590). The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia. London: Various publishers.
16.	 Forman, S. (1610). Book of Plays. Manuscript.
17.	 Bandello, M. (1554). Novelle. Various publishers.
18.	 Da Porto, L. (1539). Giulietta. Various publishers.
19.	 Shakspere, W. (1608). King Lear (First Quarto). London: Various publishers.



Our address: Tashkent city, Yunusobod district, 19th block, 
House 17.

2026. № 6

Proofreader: Zokir ALIBEKOV 
Layout and Designer:  Oloviddin Sobir ugli

© When materials are reproduced, the INNOVATION SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY journal must 
be cited as the source. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in materials and 
advertisements published in the journal. Editorial opinions may not always align with those of the 

authors. Submitted materials will not be returned to the editorial office.

You may subscribe to the journal at any time using the following details. Once subscribed, please 
send a screenshot or photo of your payment confirmation to our Telegram page @iqtisodiyot_77. 

Based on this, we will send the latest issue of the journal to your address each month.

To publish articles in this journal, you may submit articles, advertisements, stories, and other creative 
materials through the following links. Materials and advertisements are published on a paid basis.

“The journal “INNOVATION SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY” has been registered by the 
Agency for Information and Mass Communications under the Administration of the 

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan from 09.10.2024 under the registration number №390637. 
License number: C-5669633. PNFL: 30407832680027




