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THE REPRESENTATION OF RESTRICTED
LEXICON IN FRENCH LITERARY WORKS

Gulnoz Akhmedova
PhD Student
Bukhara State University

Abstract. Restricted lexicon is an essential element of linguistic variation and literary expression. In French literary works,
lexical units associated with particular social groups, professions, age categories, or specific cultural environments are frequently
used to construct realistic narratives and represent social dynamics. This study analyzes the representation of restricted lexicon
in French literature and examines its communicative, stylistic, and sociocultural functions. Based on a qualitative analysis of
selected French literary texts, the research shows that restricted vocabulary contributes to narrative authenticity, character
differentiation, and the representation of social realities. The findings indicate that such lexical units serve as important literary
devices that connect language with cultural identity and social experience.

Keywords: restricted lexicon, French literature, literary discourse, sociolinguistics, stylistics, linguistic variation, lexical
diversity.

AHHoTanus. OrpaHUYeHHasl JIeKCHKA fIBJISeTCS BaXHBIM 3JIEeMEHTOM SI3bIKOBOH BapUAaTHBHOCTH M JIMTEPATYPHOIO
BbIp@)XeHUs. Bo ¢paHIy3cKHX JIMTEpaTypHBbIX HNPOU3BeJeHHUAX JIeKCUYeCKHe eJMHUIIbI, CBSI3aHHble C ONpeJe/éHHBIMU
COLIMAJIBHBIMU TPYNIIaMH, NpodeccUsiMH, BO3PACTHBIMM KaTeropUsMH WM clenudUIecKOW KyJbTYPHOH CpefoH, yacTo
VICIIOJIB3YIOTCS J1JIs1 CO3/1aHUs PeaIMCTUYHOTO0 TI0OBECTBOBAHUS U OTPAXKEHHs1 COLMaIbHBIX TPOILeCcCOB. B JaHHOM HccieJo0BaHUU
aHAJIU3UPYETCS penpe3eHTalyss OTPAaHUYEHHOH JIEKCMKH BO PAHIY3CKOH JIUTepaType, a TaKXe PacCMaTPUBAIOTCA €€
KOMMYHUKATHBHbIEe, CTHINCTHYECKHE W COLUOKYJAbTYpHble PyHKIMU. Ha OoCHOBe KayeCTBEHHOro aHaJM3a H36PAaHHBIX
bpaHLy3CKUX JIUTEPATYPHBIX TEKCTOB IOKAa3aHO, YTO OrpaHHUYeHHas JIeKCHKA CIOCOOGCTBYET I0BECTBOBATEIbHOH
JIOCTOBEPHOCTH, JuddepeHIHANN NEPCOHAKEH M OTPAKEHHI0 COLMAJIBHBIX peaJuil. Pe3yabTaTbl HCCIeOBaHUS
CBUJIETEJBbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO TaKHe JIeKCHYeCKHe EeAMHUIBl BBICTYHNAIOT BAXXKHBIMH JIUTEPATYPHBIMH CpeZCTBAMH,
CBSI3bIBAIOIUMH SI3bIK C KYJIBTYPHOH HAEHTUYHOCTBIO U COLIMAJIbHBIM OIBITOM.

Kio4yeBble c/10Ba: orpaHuYeHHas JIeKCHKa, GpaHIy3cKas JUTepaTypa, JUTepaTypHbIH AUCKYPC, COLMOJIMHIBUCTHKA,
CTHJIMCTHKA, 13bIKOBasi BADUATHBHOCTB, JIEKCUYECKOoe Pa3HOO6pasHue.

INTRODUCTION

Linguistic variation has long attracted the attention of linguists and literary scholars, as it reflects the
complex relationship between language and society. Literary texts often incorporate linguistic elements that
differ from standard usage in order to represent authentic communication and social diversity. Among these
elements, restricted lexicon occupies a special place due to its ability to reveal speakers’ social affiliations,
cultural identities, and communicative intentions.

The study of restricted vocabulary in French literature is particularly relevant, since French society has
historically been characterized by considerable linguistic diversity. Differences in social class, regional identities,
professional communities, and generational distinctions have contributed to the emergence of specific lexical
systems. French writers have consistently employed these linguistic resources to enrich their works and to
provide more convincing representations of social reality.

Despite the abundance of studies devoted to the French literary language, the role of restricted lexicon
as a stylistic and sociocultural phenomenon deserves particular attention. This study aims to analyze
the representation of restricted lexicon in French literary works and to determine its significance in literary
communication and artistic expression.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The study of restricted lexicon in French literature is closely related to sociolinguistics, lexicology, and
stylistics. Baylon [1] emphasizes that language reflects social relations and communicative situations, while
Huchon [2] shows that the French language has developed under the influence of historical, regional, and
social factors. From this point of view, restricted lexical units in literary texts are not accidental elements; they
help represent social background, cultural identity, and the speech habits of different groups.

t.me/scupus_IST2100 https://ist-journal.uz
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Lexicological and stylistic studies also show that vocabulary carries not only meaning but also social and
expressive value. Martinet [3] explains the functional role of linguistic units in communication, and Picoche [5]
highlights the semantic and cultural dimensions of lexical units. In literary works, restricted vocabulary may
serve to characterize speakers, intensify emotions, create irony, or make dialogues more realistic. Molinié [8]
and Maingueneau [7] also note that lexical choices are important in shaping the stylistic and discourse structure
of a literary text.

French literary language often combines standard forms with socially marked, regional, professional, or
informal vocabulary. Walter [10] points to the richness and diversity of the French language, while lexicographic
sources such as the TLFi [11] and the Dictionnaire de I'’Académie francaise [12] help clarify the meaning and
usage of lexical units. Overall, previous studies show that restricted lexicon should be viewed as an important
literary device that connects language, society, and artistic representation.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The present research is based on qualitative methods of linguistic and literary analysis. The corpus
examined includes several French literary works from different historical periods, particularly nineteenth-century
realism, naturalism, and twentieth-century modernist literature. These texts were selected due to the significant
presence of lexical units with restricted usage within their narrative structures.

The methodological framework combines discourse analysis, stylistic analysis, and sociolinguistic
interpretation. Discourse analysis made it possible to examine the communicative functions of restricted lexical
units in narratives. The stylistic approach was used to identify the artistic effects produced by lexical variation.
Sociolinguistic interpretation, in turn, facilitated the study of the relationship between linguistic choices and
social identities.

The collected examples were classified according to their semantic and functional characteristics. Particular
attention was given to lexical units related to professional groups, urban communities, youth culture, regional
identities, and underrepresented social groups. The data were then analyzed in order to identify the recurring
literary functions of restricted lexicon.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

The analysis showed that restricted lexicon appears in multiple forms in French literary works and performs
a wide range of communicative and artistic functions.

One of the most significant findings concerns the contribution of restricted vocabulary to the construction
of social authenticity. Literary characters frequently use expressions characteristic of their social environment,
which allows the reader to identify their origin and position in society. These lexical choices strengthen the
credibility of the interactions represented in the narrative.

The study also revealed that restricted lexicon plays an essential role in representing cultural diversity.
French literary texts often incorporate regional words or socially marked expressions that reflect the linguistic
heterogeneity of Francophone communities. These elements enable authors to highlight cultural richness while
preserving local identities.

The results further show that restricted vocabulary serves as an effective means of emotional intensification.
Non-standard lexical units often convey emotions, attitudes, and interpersonal relationships more forcefully
than neutral expressions. They make dialogues more expressive and increase the emotional impact of literary
scenes.

In addition, restricted lexicon functions as a marker of collective solidarity. Characters belonging to the
same social or professional community frequently share a set of specific lexical resources that strengthen their
sense of belonging. Through these linguistic practices, authors illustrate the social ties that unite members of
a group.

Another important finding concerns the representation of social differences. Lexical differences observed
between characters often symbolize differences related to social class, social position, level of education, or
cultural prestige. Authors use these linguistic contrasts to emphasize social differences represented in society.

The analysis also demonstrated that restricted lexical units contribute to narrative dynamism. Their
unexpected appearance in literary discourse introduces linguistic diversity, prevents stylistic monotony, and
maintains the reader’s interest throughout the text.

Another important aspect concerns the relationship between restricted lexicon and narrative perspective.
In many works, the narrator sometimes adopts lexical forms associated with particular social groups, thereby
reducing the distance between the narration and the lived experience of the characters. This strategy reinforces
the authenticity of the narrative voice.

https://ist-journal.uz t.me/scupus_IST2100 @
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The results also indicate that restricted vocabulary often serves as a source of humor and irony. Through
the creative use of socially marked expressions, authors produce comic effects and reveal contradictions in
human behavior. This function is particularly evident in satirical works.

The study showed that restricted lexicon contributes to the representation of urban life. Narratives set
in major French cities frequently use words associated with streets, neighborhoods, professions, and local
communities. These linguistic choices participate in the construction of a detailed and realistic urban setting.

Another notable finding concerns linguistic innovation. Restricted lexicon often serves as a source of
lexical creativity, encouraging the emergence of new expressions and meanings. Writers use these innovations
to enrich their style and expand the expressive possibilities of literary language.

The analysis also revealed that restricted vocabulary participates in the preservation of historical and
cultural memory. Literary works preserve lexical forms characteristic of particular historical periods, making
literature a valuable source for the study of linguistic and cultural evolution.

Another observation concerns the symbolic function of restricted lexicon. Certain lexical units go beyond
their literal meaning and become symbols of social identity, group boundaries, or belonging. This symbolic
dimension considerably enriches the interpretation of literary texts.

The results also show that restricted vocabulary supports the representation of underrepresented voices. By
integrating socially marked linguistic forms, authors give visibility to groups that are less frequently represented
in formal discourse. This function strengthens the inclusive value of literature.

Finally, the study demonstrated that restricted lexicon contributes significantly to the stylistic individuality
of writers. Many French authors develop a personal style through the creative manipulation of socially and
culturally marked vocabularies. Restricted lexicon thus becomes a fundamental element of literary innovation.

The findings confirm that restricted lexicon represents far more than a peripheral element of literary
language. Its presence in French literary works demonstrates its importance as a communicative, stylistic, and
sociocultural resource. The observations support sociolinguistic theories according to which linguistic variation
reflects social structures and collective identities.

The study also highlights the artistic value of restricted vocabulary. By integrating socially marked lexical
units into their narratives, authors create more authentic representations of human experience. The interaction
between standard and non-standard forms generates stylistic richness and expands the expressive possibilities
of literature.

The results further suggest that restricted lexicon plays an important role in preserving linguistic diversity.
Literary texts serve as archives of lexical variations that might otherwise disappear. Thus, literature contributes
both to artistic creation and to the preservation of cultural heritage.

Finally, the data show that restricted vocabulary can function as an instrument of social analysis. By
representing different linguistic practices, French writers reveal the social differences and transformations that
characterize their society. Restricted lexicon therefore appears as an essential link between literary creation
and sociocultural reality.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

This study analyzed the representation of restricted lexicon in French literary works and highlighted its
multidimensional role in literary discourse. The findings demonstrate that restricted vocabulary contributes to
social authenticity, emotional expression, cultural representation, collective identity, narrative dynamism, and
stylistic innovation.

The research confirms that restricted lexicon should be regarded as a fundamental element of literary
language rather than merely a deviation from the norm. Its presence enriches literary texts and strengthens
their communicative and aesthetic value. Future research may focus on the evolution of restricted lexicon in
contemporary digital literature and in new forms of literary communication.
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